Summer Reading 2009

Burlingame High School
Grade 10- College Preparatory English

The English Teachers at Burlingame High School have selected these titles for your summer reading assignment.  We feel that they are all enjoyable, but we’ve included brief descriptions to help you make your choices. 

	Title
	Author
	Genre
	Description

	Persepolis
	Marjane Satrapi
	Graphic Novel
	A story of growing up in Iran and a reminder of the cost of war and political repression.  It shows ho we carry on with laughter and tears in the face of absurdity.

	Life of Pi
	Yann Martel
	Fiction
	A brilliant tale of survival and faith.  A real adventure: brutal, tender expressive, dramatic, and funny.  Don’t give up until you’ve read at least 75 pages.  This novel becomes a real page-turner once you’ve reached that point.

	A Man for All Seasons
	Robert Bolt
	Play
	This is the “compelling portrait of a courageous man who died for his convictions.”  Sir Thomas More, a devout Catholic, brilliant nobleman, lawyer, humanist, and author refuses to take an oath acknowledging the supremacy of England’s king over the Pope.

	Longitude
	Dava Sobel
	Non Fiction
	“The true story of a lone genius who solved the greatest scientific problem of his time.”

	Maus: A Survivor’s Tale
	Art Spiegelman
	Graphic Novel
	Maus: A Survivor’s Tale, the winner of 1992 Pulitzer Prize Special Award, is a memoir in which Spiegelman recounts his father’s experiences and struggles during the Holocaust.  


Assignment: Choose any two titles.  Take notes about important characters, conflicts, and themes in a notebook or journal.  The notes are due on the first day of class. Bring them and your two books to school on the first day.

