
Guidelines for Drawing Diagrams from the Microscope 
 

Getting started: 
 
• Drawings are always to be done with a PENCIL while all 

labeling and other writing in your lab notebook is to be done 
with PEN.  It is okay to use an eraser if needed. 

• Place a maximum of 2 diagrams on a page, making your circles 
about 5 cm across. 

• Make drawings clear using continuous lines.  You do not have to 
fill the whole circle or page, just draw a few good examples of 
what you observe under the microscope. 

• A good way to clarify your diagrams is to use shading when 
drawing. 

• The name of the specimen is written above the diagram. 
• The magnification that the specimen is observed is written 

underneath the diagram (i.e., 40 X) 
• If labeling parts of the specimen the labels should be written 

outside the circle with an arrow pointing the corresponding 
part of the specimen. 
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