COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS 
The PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is a practice SAT exam designed for juniors but sophomores are encouraged to take the exam.  The exam is offered only once a year (third Saturday in October).  Test duration is two hours, ten minutes.  The PSAT gives the student an opportunity to become aware of the types of questions that they will confront on the SAT.  Junior scores from the test will also be used to determine the candidates for the National Merit Scholarships.  Website:  www.collegeboard.com or www.nationalmerit.org.

The SAT REASONING TEST is used by the University of California, the California State Universities, and private colleges as an entrance requirement and as a predictor of academic success.  Test duration is three hours and 35 minutes.The exam has three sections: one critical reading, one mathematics and one writing exam which includes an essay and multiple choice questions.  Scores on each part range from 200-800 and are separately reported.  Website:  www.collegeboard.com.

The SAT SUBJECT TESTS are one-hour tests in specific subject areas.  The University of California requires two exams: Literature, U.S. History, World History, Biology E/M, Chemistry, Physics, French Reading, French Reading with Listening, German Reading, German Reading with Listening, Spanish Reading, Spanish Reading with Listening, Modern Hebrew Reading, Italian Reading, Latin Reading with Listening, Japanese Reading with Listening, Korean Reading with Listening, and Chinese Reading with Listening These are required by many universities and colleges for use as an indication of subject mastery and as an entrance requirement.  Up to three tests may be taken on one test date.  Website:  www.collegeboard.com.

The ACT (American College Test) is accepted by the University of California and the California State Universities in place of the SAT Reasoning Test towards meeting admission requirements, and is required by certain other colleges, especially those in the Midwest.  Test duration is three hours and the Writing Test is 30 minutes. The ACT gives sub-scores in English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science Reasoning.An optional Writing Test is available.  Website:www.act.org.

TOEFL is given with the major purpose of determining the English proficiency of students whose native language is not English. Many colleges include TOEFL as an admissions requirement for students who have not completed at least three years of high school in an English speaking country. The content of the TOEFL includes listening, grammar, reading, and writing. A new internet-based Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL iBT) is now available which also includes a speaking test. Most colleges and universities require minimum score for admission: Study guides are mailed home once you complete registration. Free test prep is available at www.ets.org/toeflpractice. It is recommended applicants take the TOEFL six months prior to the term of application to ensure the test scores are received in time. To obtain information write to: TOEFL Testing Services, P.O. Box 6151, Princeton, NJ 08541-6151, call (609) 771-7100 , register by phone (877) 863-3546 or online: www.ets.org/toefl
